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PROTECTING SOIL AND WATER

Texas has more than 60 million acres of
forests and woodlands (about the size of
Louisiana and Mississippi combined) that
are both economically and environmen-
tally significant. Land operations de-
signed to enhance grazing, property ac-
cess, wildlife, aesthetics, wildfire mitiga-

Texas A&M Forest Service, in cooperation
with Texas State Soil and Water Conser-
vation Board and numerous natural re-
source partners, develops and periodical-
ly updates BMP guidelines, and provides
education, outreach, and training on
their application.

tion, or other man-
agement activities
have the potential
to negatively im- |
pact soil and water |
resources if poorly [}
planned or imple-
mented. Best
Management Prac-
tices (BMPs) are
the principal
means of protect-
ing soil and water
resources during
these manage-
ment activities.

In Texas, BMPs are

Riparian area buffer zones reduce the amount of
sediment that enters streams. They also benefit

wildlife by providing food, cover, travel corridors,
and nesting sites.

The Texas Forestry
| Best Management
Practices Hand-
book and Best
Management Prac-
| tices Pictorial Dr-
rectory are geared
towards East Texas
operations, but the
principles and
methods also ap-
ply to Central and
West Texas land
management op-
erations as well.
Goto
tfsweb.tamu.edu/

voluntary conservation practices that
protect soil and water resources - two
key elements necessary for maintaining
healthy, sustainable, and productive
woodlands and rangelands. BMPs can
include methods such as leaving a buffer
zone of trees and/or other vegetation
next to a stream, installing a culvert or
low-water crossing to cross a waterway,
or conducting mechanical operations
along the contour of your property.

BMP to find these documents and other
resources. The BMP guidebook also
comes as a free app for your phone or
tablet in Android and iOS versions.

Private land stewardship, through the
implementation of BMPs, is one of the
principle means of protecting water re-
sources. Treating water at its origin, and
not just its destination, is an efficient, cost
-effective, and sustainable way to provide
clean water for Texas.

For more information:

http://tfsweb.tamu.edu
/BMP

http://texasforestinfo.
tamu.edu/mobileapps

http://tfsweb.tamu.edu
/water

Guadalupe-Blanco
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Organization Spotlight

Geronimo Creek and its tributary Alligator Creek are lo-
cated in Comal and Guadalupe Counties. The almost 70
-square-mile Geronimo Creek watershed lies within the
larger Guadalupe River Basin

Established by the Texas Legislature, the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority (GBRA) was first created in 1933
under Section 59, Article 16 of the Constitution of Texas
as a water conservation and reclamation dis-
trict and a public corporation called the Gua-
dalupe River Authority. In 1935, it was reau-
thorized by an act of the Texas Legislature as
the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority.

GBRA provides stewardship for the water
resources in its ten-county statutory district,
which begins near the headwaters of the
Guadalupe and Blanco Rivers, ends at San
Antonio Bay, and includes Kendall, Comal,
Hays, Caldwell, Guadalupe, Gonzales, DeWitt, Victoria,
Calhoun, and Refugio counties. The mission of GBRA is
to support responsible watershed protection and stew-
ardship, provide quality operational service, and pro-
mote conservation and educational opportunities in
order to enhance quality of life for those they serve.

GBRA is governed by a board of nine directors appoint-
ed by the Governor and subject to confirmation by the
Texas Senate. Prior to each regular monthly meeting,
board committees meet to recommend and review poli-
cies, programs, and actions for consideration. The Gen-
eral Manager and staff conduct management and ad-
ministrative duties in accordance with policies estab-

MORE ON GBRA . ..

GBRA is the owner and operator of Lake Dunlap, Lake
McQueeney, Lake Placid, Lake Nolte, Lake H-4, and Lake
Wood located in Comal, Guadalupe, and Gonzales
Counties, Texas. GBRA has the right to establish regula-
tions for navigation of the waterways subject to its juris-
diction, and is empowered under the laws of the State
of Texas to establish restrictions on the use of watercraft
navigating the waterways subject to its jurisdiction. For
notices involving the lakes, go to http://gbra.org/public/
lakemanagement.aspx .

For rain gauge reports, go to http://gbra.org/rain/.aspx,
where data is gathered by remote automated sensors
and is posted and updated regularly.

GB
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lished by the board.

The following are just some of the departments housed
in GBRA’s General Division office, located in Seguin:

Operations and Water Quality directs water resource

management, recreation and parks, and utilities opera-

tions in all 10 counties of GBRA's district; and is responsi-
ble for water quality and environmental-
related matters, providing technical assis-
tance to GBRA'’s water and wastewater
treatment facilities.

Resource Policy and Stewardship creates
partnerships to support community and eco-
nomic development, and encourages stew-
ardship of water resources and environmen-
tal protection.

Project Engineering and Development con-
ducts hydrology and flow monitoring studies; assists
with water and wastewater plant design services; moni-
tors basin rainfall conditions, including surface run-off
for streams, rivers, lakes, and groundwater in the Guada-
lupe River Basin; provides assistance to emergency man-
agement coordinators and local officials during severe
weather events; and works with homeowner and land
associations to enhance current lake management and
flood response programs.

For more information:

e http://gbra.org

The GBRA Education Department works with custom-
ers, teachers, students, and the general public to in-
crease their awareness and appreciation of the water
and natural resources in the Guadalupe River Basin, and
GBRA's stewardship, protection, conservation, and recla-
mation of these resources. Tours, displays, speakers and
literature are available for classrooms, clubs and organi-
zations on a wide variety of subjects, including water
quality, water and wastewater treatment, GBRA lab and
hydroelectric plants, Canyon Dam and Reservoir, water
conservation, etc. For more information about Educa-
tion Services, please contact the GBRA Communications
and Education Department at: 830-379-5822 or 800-
413-5822, or e-mail cthomas-jimenez@gbra.org .
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WHAT

IS A WATERSHED?

PAGE 3

=

/f/

San Marcos
4

&

o
%
o

New Braunfels .

)
) &
,>McQueeney,// \\
Ay / ‘ /
4’/0 o m— / §)
% 7 . /\ o
w008 AN, ) g 1
2 Sz 1 '
- (/ // \ |
N\\FM?S‘!;”///“%Q i
o \sse ] E
/X “
= /
= \ ‘i
P AT
%
| y
< | o
= om s Mileg :
y s
Ne&;@erli" : ‘g

FM1979

A watershed is the area of land that

% drains into a specific water body; an
area of land that water flows across,
through, or under on its way to a
stream, river, lake, or ocean. Water-
sheds in the Guadalupe River Basin can
have rocky hills or be on flat prairies.
They can be made up of farmland,
ranchlands, small communities, and big
%y, cities. The Geronimo Creek Watershed
is one of ten smaller watersheds (sub-
watersheds) that make up the Guada-
lupe River Basin.

Geronimo Creek and its tributary Alliga-
tor Creek are located in Comal and

& Guadalupe Counties, and lie within the
larger Guadalupe River Basin. The
headwaters of Alligator Creek begin in
southeastern Comal County, just above
Interstate 35 near New Braunfels. Alli-
gator Creek flows southeast towards
Seguin until about midway in the wa-
tershed where it joins Geronimo Creek.

The majority of the Alligator Creek wa-
tershed lies within the extra-territorial
Jjurisdiction (ETJ) of New Braunfels,
while the majority of the Geronimo
Creek watershed is almost entirely
within the ETJ of Seguin.

Big or small, urban, suburban, or rural,
we should all understand our connec-
tion to watersheds and strive to keep
Ftoags them healthy. For more information
on watersheds, go to: http;//
texasaquaticscience.org/watershed-

FMA117

aquatic-science-texas.

HELPFUL ONLINE TOOL FOR LANDOWNERS

An online tool called “My Land Management Connect-
or” has been added to the Texas Forest Information Por-
tal, a web-based application. “My Land Management
Connector” is an application that connects landowners
and land management service providers.

Landowners can find land management service provid-
ers in their area and check their credentials. Landown-
ers can also send service requests to these service pro-
viders by entering their land management service needs
into the mapping application.

Service providers can list their company and the services
they provide in a specified area. Companies can view
land management services that need to be completed in
their service area. Through the application, service pro-
viders can send a request to landowners to provide the
land management services they need.

Go to http://texasforestinfo.tamu.edu and click on “My
Land Management Connector” or one of the many oth-
er applications that could help you in planning the man-
agement of your land.




Robert Edmonson - Comal Co.
Johnson City office (830) 868-7949
redmonson@tfs.tamu.edu

Erin Wieser - Guadalupe Co.
Kerrville office (830) 792-8885
ewieser@tfs.tamu.edu

* * * * *

Lori Hazel - Water Resources Forester
Temple office (254) 541-8798
lhazel@tfs.tamu.edu

Distribution of The Texas Water Source is provided
free of charge to forest landowners of Comal and
Guadalupe Counties. This publication is funded by
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board
through a Clean Water Act §319(h) grant from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. PLEASE AD-
VISE US IF YOU WISH YOUR NAME TO BE RE-
MOVED FROM OUR MAILING LIST.

/ TEXAS A&M

FOREST SERVICE

Texas A&M Forest Service
Water Resources
P.O.Box 310

Lufkin, TX 75902-0310

Low Impact Development Workshop

Low IMPACT DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

>> > Tuesday, November 27, 2018, 8:30 a.m. - Noon <<<

Irma Lewis Seguin Outdoor Learning Center
1865 US Highway 90 E., Seguin, Texas

e No cost

e Come learn about the latest in Low Impact Development prac-
tices and structures

e Take a walking tour of a rainwater harvesting system, pervious
pavement, rain garden, and swales

e Hear and see how these structures and practices are being
used

e 3 hours of American Institute of Certified Planner CEUs

e Door prizes to include a 35 gallon rain barrel

7o RSVP or learn more about the event, contact Ward Ling at 979-
845-6980 or wiing@tamu.edu.

Email: dwork@tfs.tamu.edu

Texas A&M Forest Service is an Affirmative
Action/ Equal Opportunity Employer

committed to Excellence Through Diversity.



